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Soroptimist International of Vacaville 
honored Desiree Tinder (left) during 
the annual Live Your Dream Banquet. 
for creating the popular and success-
ful STEPS program. Carole Warren 
(right) presents Desiree with her 
honor. See story and more photos, 
Pages 3-8.

All was groovy when Soroptimist International of Vacav-
ille got together for the annual celebrations of all things 
lobster. Our theme ws obvious, man! For the full story 
and more photos, see Pages 41-51.

Peace, Love
& Lobsters!

Living the Dream
for STEPS Students 



Page 2

Next PAge›PREVIOUS PAgE‹

A Message From Your President

Thanks for Your Amazing
Support During the Year

CALENDAR
MAY

1 Board Meeting

2-4 Region Conference, San  
 Ramon

6 Regular Meeting

11  Mother’s Day

13 Business Meeting

 (Present proposed budget)

20 S Club Installation 

 Luncheon

26 Memorial Day

27 Regular Meeting

JUNE
3 Regular Meeting

5 Board Meeting

10 Business Meeting (Year- 
 end reports due and vote  
 on 2014-15 budget.)

15  Father’s Day

17  Installation luncheon

26 Scholarship Awards 
Luncheon

JULY
No Meetings -- Dark for the  
month

Have a great summer!

    Here is a list of Soroptimist 
International of Vacaville members 
preparing to celebrate birthdays in the 
next few months:

April
5 Jackie Ricketts

19 Shauna Manina
24  Wendy Wasserman

May
4  Colleen Berumen

5  Desiree Tinder
29 Jan Marie Whitley

31 Donna Fox

June
7 Buff Fleming

14 Tara Baumann
22 Pat Moreno

 July
7 Mary Ann Thurmond
9 Melanie Richardson
17 Vanessa Williams

August
1  Suzanne Clark
6  Patricia Hunter

12  Jill Hunter
13  Kathleen Heeren
15  Sandy Esparza

9 Melanie Richardson

Members Celebrating Birthdays

    I am so happy to be 
president of Soroptimist In-
ternational of Vacaville this 
past year. 
    I have been very im-
pressed with the develop-
ment of our STEPS program 
(Soroptimists Teaching and 
Empowering for Personal 
Success) this year as we 
have accomplished a lot. 
One girl said on her evaluation that 
STEPS gave her hope.  
    That is awesome.
    The Operation PROMises event 
that we partnered with NorthBay 
Healthcare was so much fun. We 
had some extremely satisfied girls 
and moms who walked away with a 
lovely dress that cost them nothing. 
We truly helped them make dreams 
come true.
    Our group is grateful for our Lob-

ster dinner’s success. 
Proceeds fund most 
of what we do for our 
community.
    Thank you, Joy 
Swank, for getting us 
a grant for our STEPS 
program. 
    Of course our Fuso 
lunches have been 
fabulous.

    We have had wonderful 
speakers and wonderful off-
site meetings on fifth Tuesdays 
and SOLD meetings.
    I also am looking forward to 
our San Ramon conference  in 
May and all things Soroptimist 
in the future.
   I am honored to belong to a 
club that makes us all better 
human beings and that is what 
this club does.

— Sandy Esparza
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Honoring Some Amazing
Women, Girls from Our Community

Bonnie Moreno took the Ruby Award.
Living

See DREAM, Page 4

Dream!
Keeping true to our mission, 

Soroptimist International of 
Vacaville honored a number of 
remarkable women with awards 
and donations to their charities 
of choice at our annual Live Your 
Dream awards banquet in March 
at the Buck Mansion Carriage 
House.

Bonnie Moreno, longtime 
volunteer and active commu-
nity member, received the Ruby 
Award, which honors women 
helping women. She received 
accolades for her work helping 
women undergoing cancer treat-
ment, and participating in the Va-

caville Relay for Life event, 
which supports the American 
Cancer Society. She serves 
on the board of the Stan 
Foster Golf Tournament, is 
an usher at the Vacaville 
Performing Arts Theatre and 
serves on the Vacaville Mu-
seum Guild board of direc-
tors.

The award is named for 
Ruby Lee Miner, the first 
President of Soroptimist of 
the Americas. As part of the 
award, a $500 donation to 
Relay for Life was made in Acarey Rosa of Will C. Wood High won 

the Violet Richardson award.

Women’s Opportunity Award winners were (left to right) Shahla For-
sati, Allison Pearson and Edita Babauta.

the
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Dream ...
(From Page 3)

Moreno’s name.   
Three women shared the 

Women’s Opportunity Award, with 
Allison Pearson, an emergency 
room tech receiving first-place 
honors and a $2,000 award. 
She currently works full-time at 
NorthBay VacaValley Hospital and 
is attending Pacific Union College 
as a full-time student.

Earning $1,000 awards were 
Edita Babauta and Shahla For-
sati. Babauta works full-time as 
a caregiver and is part of the LVN 
program at Blake Austin Col-
lege, with dreams of earning her 
master’s degree in nursing. For-
sati works full time as a primary 
caregiver at an infant/child care 
facility and is attending Brand-
man University with a goal of a 
bachelor’s degree in early child-
hood education.

Will C. Wood High School stu-
dent Acarey Rosa was presented 
with the Violet Richardson award 
for outstanding community ser-
vice.

The award is named after 
the first Soroptimist Club presi-

See DREAM, Page 7

Speaker 
Sandy Person 
(far left) poses 
with some 
of the many 
honorees 
and winners 
of the eve-
ning’s recep-
tion. Desiree 
Tinder (be-
low left) and 
Joy Swank) 
congratulate 
STEPS  hon-
orees Anecia 
Earl and Cin-
dra Boyd. 

Jill Hunter is congratulated for her work on our history project by District 
III Director Shannon Richards, Gov.-elect Bobbi Enderlin and Gov. Dona 
Gaddis-Wolf. 
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Donna Fox was surprised to be named the recipient 
of the Laurel pin.

Greeting guests 
at the welcome 
table were Faye 
Sheppard (left) 
Gov.-elect Bobbi 
Enderlin and Mary 
Harris.

The STEPS sisterhood of participants and organizers took time to pose for a photo in the courtyard.The STEPS sisterhood of participants and organizers took time to pose for a photo in the courtyard.
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Although Denise Suihkonen 
could not attend the banquet, 
she was presented with a Fellow 
pin at a meeting preceding the 
banquet by District III Fellowship 
Director Bonnie Silva. Joining 
Denise and Bonnie for the photo 
are Clara Oakes (left) and Lenora 
Fuller. 

Speaker Sandy Person shared humor and charisma.

See DREAM, Page 8

For She’s a Jolly
Good Fellow!

Our STEPS 
girls were 
happy to 
pose for 
photos after 
the banquet 
(left) while 
President 
Sandy 
Esparza 
(below) was 
all smiles 
during the 
ceremony.
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Dream ... 
(From Page 4)

Wendy Wasserman 
(second from left)  

poses with Founder 
Region officers 

(from left) District III 
Director Shannon 

Richards, Gov. Dona 
Gaddis-Wolf, Gov.-

elect Bobbi Enderlin, 
treasurer Pam Parker 

and secretary Char-
lene Stamps.

dent whose personal motto 
was, “It’s what you do that 
counts.” Rosa is an active 
member of the Link Crew, 
a leadership program that 
welcomes new students to 
Will C. Wood. She’s also a 
volunteer at NorthBay Va-
caValley Hospital, an active 
blood/platelet donor, and 
was key in starting The Jean 
Drive, in which she collected 
jeans from her high school 
peers and delivered them to 
a homeless shelter.

She received a $500 
scholarship, with another 
$500 donated to the Will C. 
Wood Link Crew.  

Soroptimists took time 
to pay special tribute to 
the organizer and standout 
participants of STEPS – So-
roptimists Teaching and 
Empowering for Personal 
Success program.

Participants in the 
STEPS program (at right) 

were invited to be part 
of our March Live Your 
Dream banquet, even if 
they’d only just joined 
the group. The STEPS 
program meets every 

other week at Country 
High School in Vacaville 

and aims to serve an 
at-risk population of teen 

girls.

See DREAM, Page 8

Desiree 
Tinder (left), 
creator of 
our STEPS 
program, is 
surprised 
by Carole 
Warren with 
a special 
presenta-
tion during 
the Live 
Your Dream 
banquet.
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Soroptimist member Desiree Tinder 
was honored for helping create the pro-
gram, which brings speakers and work-
shops every other week to Country High 
School students in Vacaville. STEPS was 
inspired by a similar program facilitated 
by Desiree’s mother, Francis Godchaux.

 Two students were honored for out-
standing participation in the program. 
Anecia Earl won a $250 award, and 
Cindra Boyd earned $100. More than a 
dozen participants from the program at-
tended the banquet.

Soroptimists also recognized one of 
their own, honoring longtime member 
Donna Fox with a Laurel Society pin. 
Membership in the Laurel Society reflects 
a donation to Soroptimist International 
of the Americas and supports pro-
grams such as the Women’s Opportunity 
Awards, the Violet Richardson award and 
other programs.

In addition, a Fellowship Award was 
presented in advance of the banquet to 
longtime member Denise Suihkonen, who 
could not attend. The Fellowship Award 
donation supports a scholarship program 
for outstanding women in the final year 
of their doctorate programs.

Dream ... 
(From Page7)

Guests and 
members 
alike were 
all smiles 
during our 
Live Your 
Dream ban-
quet and 
presenta-
tions at the 
Buck Man-
sion Car-
riage House 
in March. 
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Carol Stein

Honoring Carol
An Amazing Woman, Soroptimist

     Soroptimist International 
of Vacaville members were 
saddened to learn of the untimely 
death of member Carol J. 
Finley Stein, who passsed away 
suddenly on April 16 at the age 
of 74.
     “Our hearts go out to Carol’s 
family, especially Stephanie 
Corrington, Carol’s daughter, who 
is also a member of our club,” 
said President Sandy Esparza. 
    Carol was born on Nov. 29, 
1939, the only child of Gene 
“Kelly” Finley and Agnes Juanita 
Jenkins Finley of Chowchilla, Ca. 
She graduated from Chowchilla 
Union High School in 1957 and 
was accepted to Fresno State 
University. 
    After graduating in 1961, 
she taught for the Fresno 
Unified School District and later 
the Las Cruces, New Mexico, 
School District.  In 1965, Carol 
attended graduate training at 
Sonoma State University.  While 
at Sonoma State she met her 
future husband of 44 years, Roy 
Matthew Stein.
    Roy preceded Carol in death 
on Nov. 26, 2010. They married 
in 1966 and lived in Milwaukee, 
Wis., with their daughter, 
Stephanie, later moving to 
Syracuse, N.Y., where Roy 
completed his master’s degree at 
Syracuse University.
In 1968, the Stein family moved 
to Napa where both Carol and 
Roy continued their teaching 
careers with the Napa Unified 
School District.
   Carol left teaching in 1973 
and enjoyed a short period as a 
homemaker.  In 1974, Roy and 

Carol, along with Tom and Verna 
Yergalonis, also of Napa, became 
the owners of Dari-Delite, now 
called Big D Burgers, which 
still exists under subsequent 
ownership. This was the first 
of eventually four restaurants 
the Steins owned: Dari-Delite 
(Silverado Trail, Napa), Great 
American Burger (Bel Aire Plaza, 
Napa), Stein’s of Napa (Riverpark 
Plaza), and Stein’s of Sonoma 
(just off the Plaza). 
    Carol and Roy enjoyed serving 
the public at each of their 
establishments.
   In 1989, Carol took a position 
at the Napa City County Library 
where she served as the literacy 
coordinator; a position she held 
for nine years. In this capacity, 
Carol helped a great deal of 
people obtain the skills to 
genuinely better their lives.  In 
1998 Carol and Roy moved from 

the Napa Valley, their home of 
30 years, to the Diamond Gove 
Community of Vacaville.
   Carol and Roy shared many 
adventures both at home and 
abroad. Over the years, there 
were several trips in their motor 
home, numerous cruises, and a 

See CAROL, Page 10

Carol Stein, blowing bubbles at one of our events.
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many trips to Europe, including 
the Soviet Block before it 
dissolved.  
   Throughout her adult life, Carol 
was involved in every community 
in which she lived.  As a business 
owner she participated in     
Chamber of Commerce activities.  
As a woman-leader in her 
community, she was a member of 
Soroptimist International in both 
Napa and Vacaville.  In support of 

her husband and son-in-law, she 
was a member of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States 
Post 7244.
   Her participation and leadership 
will be missed by all.
Carol is survived by her daughter 
Stephanie and her husband, 
Wulf Corrington, of Vacaville; 
step-children Doug Stein and his 
wife, Shannon, of Redding; Laura 
and her husband, Mike Lanke, 
of Dallas; and Nancy and her 
husband, Phil Arant, of Rochester, 

Minn.  Carol was also blessed 
with 12 grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.
    As a young woman, Carol was 
the recipient of a scholarship 
from Soroptimist International.  
This scholarship meant a great 
deal to her, so much so that she 
eventually sought membership 
in the organization.  If desired, 
memorial contributions may be 
sent to Soroptimist International 
of Vacaville Scholarship Fund 
at P.O. Box 6054 Vacaville, CA 
95696.

Carol ...
(From Page 9)
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   Joy Swank will take on the 
role as president, leading a 
new slate of officers elected to 
serve Soroptimist International 
of Vacaville for the 2014-2015 
year.
   The club elected Desiree 
Tinder to take on the role 
of vice president, Vanessa 
Williams as recording secretary, 
Stephanie Corrington as 
corresponding secretary at the 
April 8 business meeting. 
   Returning to their roles 
as treasurer and assistant 
treasurer respectively will be 
Suzanne Clark and Denise 
Suihkonen.
   Serving in the one-year 
director role will be Wendy 
Wasserman, while Lenora Fuller 
will take the two-year director 
duties. 
   Clara Oakes will serve as 
the one-year delegate, and 
Sandy Esparza will be the 
two-year delegate. The one-
year alternate delegate will 
be Joan Harrison and two-
year alternate delegate will be 
Kathleen Heeren.
   The slate was elected 
unanimously after being 
presented for nomination at the 
March business meeting by the 
Nominating Committee, which 
consisted of Donna Fox, Clara 
Oakes, and Jackie Ricketts.
    “Congratulations to the 
new board,” says Donna. “We 
appreciate your service and 
look forward to the year of your 
leadership.”

New Board Elected for 2014-15
Joy Swank Steps

Into role of president

Incoming Presi-
dent Joy Swank 
and Vice Presi-
dent Desiree 
Tinder (above, left 
and right) will be 
joined by Stepha-
nie corrington 
(center, moving 
clockwise) as 
corresponding 
secretary, Van-
essa Williams as 
recording secre-
tary, Denise Sui-
hkonen as assis-
tant treasurer and 
Suzanne Clark 
as treasurer. 
Not pictured are 
directors Wendy 
Wasserman and 
Lenora Fuller, and 
delegates Clara 
Oakes and Sandy 
Esparza.
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Clara Oakes (at left)  is 
presented with her 15-year 
pin from President Sandy 
Esparza while Kathleen 
Heeren proudly shares her 
medal for participating in 
her first 5K event in 2013. 
She’s done more since that 
first honor.

Sandy Esparza (left) congratulates Kathleen Heeren on 
earning her Laurel Pin.

Sandy Esparza presents Joan Harrison (left) with her 
Laurel Pin.

By Joy Swank
   Thanks to Soroptimists Kathleen Heeren and Joan 
Harrison,  I was inspired to  sign up for  the Give a 
Dream monthly giving program. 
My donation will contribute to the Laurel Society, 
which is a recognition program to honor individuals 
dedicated to the Soroptimist organization and its 
mission.
   Both Kathleen and Joan contributed to the 
monthly program and earned their Laurel pins once 
they reached the $1,000 mark.
   I know it is hard to hand over $1,000 all at once, 
but when I heard about the easy payment plan, I 
was convinced.

   Amounts can be as little as $25 a month. Other 
options are $50, $100, $125 or higher. You can get 
a form from Joy, or online.
   Our winner of the Laurel Society club sponsored 
pin this year is the magnificent Donna Fox. We 
surprised her with this honor at our Awards 
Banquet. Other honored Laurel Society members 
are: Suzanne Clark, Stephanie Corrington, Judy 
Dykes, Mary Harris, Joan Harrison, Kathleen 
Heeren, Debbie Hitzeman, Jill Hunter, Clara Oakes, 
Melanie Richardson,  Denise Suihkonen, Mary Ann 
Thurmond,  and the late Carol Stein.
   Wouldn’t it be fun to be the club with 100% 
Laurel Society members? Please consider joining.

Pay Your Way to a Laurel Pin Honor

more pins,
medals of Honor
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admire. It is these 
attributes that have 
touched me in so 
many ways.
    For example, I 
faced a second bout 
of breast cancer, 
just after the loss of 
my beloved friend 
Yvonne Johnson, who 
died of the same 
type of breast cancer. 
I was devastated. 
    So for four 
months I undertook 
a very tough regimen 
of chemotherapy 
every two weeks. On 
Thursdays, I would 
go in for an infusion 
and on Friday, Jackie 
would come to visit, 
bringing me coffee 
and a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers.
    During our visit, 
she would bring me 
up to date on many 
things regarding 
our club. She was 
my sunshine, along 
with many others, 
such as Wendy, who 
offered support in a 
time when I needed 
sheer resolve to get 
through this hiccup 
in my life and beat 

this disease.
    So it is this wonderful woman who I 
respect, honor and love and I have Soroptimist 
to thank for that. Not only have I been blessed 
with the gift of membership for 35 years, but 
my membership has given me the gift of a 
wonderful friendship with Jackie.
    Thank you all for letting me share this. And 
congratulations, Jackie, on your 35 years of 
Soroptimism!

By Debbie Heitzmann
  
    I would like to share 
a few words regarding 
my friend and fellow 
Soroptimist, Jackie 
Ricketts.
    In 1978, we started our 
business and I was out 
cold-calling for prospective 
clients. I called on a 
floral shop located then 
on Merchant Street 
called Pearson’s florist. I 
asked for the owner and 
then introduced myself 
to Jackie Pearson, now 
Jackie Ricketts. We talked 
that day and she decided 
to engage our service and 
has been a client for more 
than 35 years.
    In 1979, another client 
named Pat Bird Johnson, 
a former member 
and past president of 
Soroptimist, invited me to 
a Soroptimist meeting. I 
was interested and excited 
to join this wonderful 
group of women dedicated 
to service for women and 
our community.
    A year or so later, I 
was asked to serve on 
the board. Along with me 
was Jackie. We began 
our offices together – I 
was recording secretary and she was corresponding 
secretary. It was that tenure and moving up the ranks 
of office that brought the camaraderie that cemented 
our friendship.
    We have known each other for close to 36 years and 
have shared many joyous celebrations and weathered 
many ups and downs of life’s journey.
    She is a person who is loyal, caring, kind, service-
minded, intelligent and quick-witted. She has a great 
sense of humor and a positive attitude, which I greatly 

Debbie Heitzmann (left) gives a hug to her longtime 
friend, Jackie Ricketts.

Heartfelt Tribute to Jackie
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One STEP at a Time
By Joy Swank

   It started with one small step.  
The Soroptimist of Vacaville Club 
wanted to find a worthy local 
community project that involved 
education. 
   Desiree Tinder offered an idea, 
“Let’s reach out and help our 
at-risk of not graduating girls 
at Country High School with life 
skills training.” 
  That simple idea led to a 
program promoting social and 
economic empowerment for these 
girls.
   STEPS, Soroptimists Teaching 
Empowerment for Personal 
Success.
   Dozens of business and 
professional women have 
donated hundreds of hours, and 
thousands of dollars to  this   
program that our Country High 

girls have grown to love, as well 
as the ladies of Soroptimist.  
“This program has brought a new 

dynamic to our club,” according 
to President Sandy Esparza. “ We 

Soroptimist Joanie Reed, founder of Blake Austin College, shares her 
personal story with the girls during a presentation.

STEPS girls 
pose with 
Soroptimist 
club mem-
bers during a 
field trip.

See STEPS, Page 15
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STEPS creator Desiree Tinder (above) 
embraces her mother, Frances, who she 
says inspired her to propose the program 
to Soroptimists.

just love our STEPS girls!”exclaimed former President Clara 
Oakes who first initiated the idea for a local impact project.
   The surprise that occurred is how many grown women have 
been changed by this experience.  At the very first meeting 
Desiree made a tearful admission, she used to be ONE of 
these girls years ago at a similar program in Fairfield. 
   “I made a lot of poor decisions and was on the way to 
nowhere fast,”  Tinder admitted to a large group of fellow 
Soroptimists and the girls. “One person made a difference in 
my life and that is why we are here with you now.”
    The program is a series of bi-monthly meetings with 
a nutritious lunch provided by Carole Warren, chief lunch 
lady to STEPS, when she is not running her dance studio in 
Fairfield or giving the girls thrift tips.  
    Community volunteers have also been invited to be guest 
presenters. Topics covered have involved life skills training, 
job interview skills, healthy relationship building and anti-
domestic violence strategies. 
    Our corporate sponsors have been Travis Credit Union 
and Blake Austin College. A $4,000 grant from Soroptimist 
International of the Americas in Philadelphia has allowed us 
to provide field trips this year to the girls to two colleges, one 
vocational school and the simulation Mad Money sponsored 
by Travis Credit Union. 
     We also used the” Oprah Factor” with the girls, providing 
surprise raffle gifts donated by Blake Austin College, Babe 
Beauty Salon, and The Gilded Iris Boutique. Every girl 
received a Christmas gift of beautiful earrings this year with 
our compliments, as well as a trip to a local thrift store for 
job interview appropriate clothing.
     We are proud of our efforts and want to expand. We are 
seeking more partners to grow our efforts to all the high 

schools in Vacaville. There are many 
girls who are struggling and need a little 
hand up.
    What about the boys ?    
    Because Soroptimist International 
is a women’s organization devoted to 
improving the lives of women and girls 
the STEPS program has focused only 
on girls, and that bothers the program’s 
organizers who have issued a challenge 
to Rotary to step up and sponsor a 
similar program for boys.

STEPS ... (From Page14)

STEPS Girls 
are given 
computer ac-
cess so they 
can fill out 
the FASFA 
paperwork, 
which will 
determine 
whether 
they qualify 
for college 
scholarships 
and grants.
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The Star award gets 
around -- always being 
passed from one member 
to another at our meet-
ings. Here is a photo 
gallery of most of our 
star winners through the 
months.

Our 
 Shining   Stars 

One noticeably missing 
(at left) award winner was 
Melanie Richardson, whose 
chair sits empty as Denise 
Suihkonen pays tribute.
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Shining Stars ...
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Shining Stars ...
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See DREAM, Page 16

The S Club 
team of lead-
ers from Buck-
ingham Char-
ter Magnet 
High School 
paid a visit 
with their ad-
viser (far left) 
Lynn Larsen 
during one of 
our Tuesday 
lunches at 
Fuso’s Restau-
rant.

Buckingham’s S Club Pays a Visit

Shining Stars ...
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Vanessa Williams (top 
left) brought her mother 
Mamie Williams; District 
III Fellowship Direc-
tor Bonnie Silva joined 
us for the day; Desiree 
Tinder (above) brought 
her mother-in-law-to-be 
(at the time) Kathleen 
Ramos (left) and friend 
Wanda Cooke. Clara 
Oakes (far left) and Col-
leen Berumen brought 
photos and stories of 
their mothers. 

      Associates’

Day
Using Women’s History Month 
as a good excuse to highlight 

and honor some wonderful 
women in our lives, Sorop-
timist brought friends and 

photos to the March 4 meet-
ing and introduced those who 

made us what we are today.
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Suzanne Clark (above, left) 
brought her good friend Tanja 

Burk to our Associates Day 
meeting March 5. Joy Swank 

(below, center) brought Sher-
eene Wilkerson (right) and 

her daughter in law, Anabelen 
Swank (left.)

Diane Barney (top photo, left) brought her mother, 
Evelyn Drury to the meeting, while Jill Hunter 

(above, right) broke the gender barrier by bringing 
her husband and dear associate Ken Hunter. 

Some of
Our Favorite

People
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Making Prom Dreams Come True
Soroptimists Join 
Forces to Fulfill 

Our Mission
   Soroptimist International of 
Vacaville helped prom dreams 
come true this past March for 
a couple dozen girls from high 
schools all across Northern 
Solano County.
   Thanks to generous donations 
from the community and local 
businesses and an army of 
volunteers, Operation PROMises 
came through, uniting girl after 
girl with dress, shoes, purses 
and jewelry at Secondhand Rose 
Thriftique on Parker Street in 
Vacaville. 
   It was a partnership between 
NorthBay Healthcare and local 
Soroptimists.
   “I’m so grateful,” said Leslie 
Reddick, whose daughter Raichel 
Balestra, 17, found  a sassy 
orange cocktail dress. “I’m a 
single parent with three kids, and 
I wouldn’t have been able to do 
this for her,” she said, choking 
back tears.
   Raichel admittied the day was a 
bit overwhelming, with volunteers 
ready to assist with everything 
from hair and makeup to shoe 
selection and dress alterations.
“But I’m glad I came,” she said 
with a smile.
   The event was the brainchild 
of Kathie Thoming, prenatal 
educator for NorthBay 
Healthcare.
   “I was one of those girls once,” 
she remembered. “I had to make 
my own prom dress. I’m so proud 
that we could make a difference 
for them today.”
   Thoming said she was cleaning 

out her daughter’s closet recently 
and thought, “What are we going 
to do with all these old formals 
and bridesmaids dresses?”
   Then, when shopping for a 
dress to wear to her son’s 

wedding, she overheard a couple 
of conversations about girls who 
could not afford to go to the 
prom.
   “It all just clicked,” she said, 

Volunteers Clara Oakes (left to right) Bambi Reile and Tara Baumann show 
off some of the fancy dresses. 

See PROM, Page 23
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once she connected with Jane 
Hilliard, director of volunteer 
services for NorthBay Healthcare. 
   “The Guild has always wanted 
to do something like this, 
and now that we’re settled in 
downtown Vacaville, Secondhand 
Rose seemed like the perfect 
place,” said Hilliard.
   Soroptimist International of 
Vacaville quickly joined in to 
partner with the gown collection 
drive.
   “This was right in line with 
our mission,” says Soroptimist 
President Sandy Esparza. “We 
aim to serve women and girls in 
our community, and this was the 
perfect pairing.”
   Speaking of perfect pairings, 
Esparza noted that it seemed 
miraculous how many girls 
seemed to find the perfect dress 
for them. “Just like magic.”
   Shelby Crouch, 14, of Dixon 
High School was one of them.
In fact, she was the first “success 
story” of the day and modeled 
her royal blue gown with sequins 
before the volunteers and other 
girls to cheers and applause.
   Her mother, Sharon, helped her 
pick out the dress.
   “This has been just wonderful,” 
she said. “Everyone has been so 
friendly and really serving the 
girls.”
   A team of seamstresses was 
on hand with sewing machines, 
measuring tape and threads 
of many colors, hemming up 
dresses, raising and lowering 
shoulder straps and making sure 
the gowns were prom-ready.
   At another station, a team 
from Mary Kay Cosmetics offered 

Prom...
(From Page 22) 

See PROM, Page 26

Bambi Reile (top 
photo, left) and Tara 
Bauman check out 
the cool purses. Clara 
Oakes is ready to 
give Jim Kellogg the 
boot, OK, heel, and 
the goodie bags (at 
left) were packed and 
ready for the girls’ 
arrival.
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secondhand rose
N O R T H B A Y  G U I L D  T H R I F T I Q U E

International of Vacaville

Tara Baumann designed the beau-
tiful artwork (above) used in the 
invitations and promotions of the 
event.



Page 25

Next PAge›PREVIOUS PAgE‹

Perfect 
Dress for 
Every 
Girl

It was a swarm of 
activity when the 
girls arrived with 
their close advisers 
and the dress selec-
tion process began. 
Teams of volunteers 
were assigned to 
help select jewelry, 
wraps, bags and 
shoes to go with the 
dress.

Shelby Crouch of Dixon High School 
(above) was the first girl to find her perfect 

dress. Dixon High students Gladys Her-
rejon (left, in photo at right) and Nancy 
Hernandez both found orange gowns.
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Soroptimist International of Vacaville mem-
bers Susan Freedlun (left) and Sandy Esparza 
were on hand to greet the girls while Mary Kay 
makeup expert Wendy Wasserman (above) was 
prepared to give them tips for a complete make-
over and add that special touch of glamour.

advice so the girls could achieve 
a glamorous look. And at another 
table, a hair stylist from Talk of 
the Town showed the girls how 
they could achieve the perfect 
’do.
   Door prizes were handed 
out through the afternoon 
and included meals at local 
restaurants, visits to nail and 
hair salons and corsages and 
boutineers. 
   Girls were invited to keep 
the dresses if they wanted 
to, or return them for a $20 
gift certificate to shop at the 
thriftique.
   “That way, if they want to 
return the favor and the dress, 
we can recycle them again for 
next year,” said Hilliard.
   “Oh yes,” chipped in Esparza. 
“There will be a next year! I’m 
convinced this is going to be an 
annual event.”

Prom...
(From Page 22) 

Soroptimist International of Vacaville members who volunteered during 
the Operation PROM part of the day included Susan Freedlun (left to right) 
Diane Barney, Joy Swank, Wendy Wasserman and Sandy Esparza. Many 
more helped with set-up and cleanup.
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Marisa-Anh 
Browne, 

the S Club 
President 

of Bucking-
ham Charter 

Magnet 
High poses 
with a dis-

play encour-
aging girls 
to sign up 

for the club.

A van overfloweth with blankets that have been created 
by S Club members, with a little help and encourage-
ment from Soroptimist International of Vacaville mem-
bers, especially Bambi Reile, Joy Swank and S Club 
advisers Yvonne Thrasher and Sandy Esparza. 

S Club President of 
Vanden High (above) 
Sonja Thrasher and S 
Club President of Vacav-
ille High (below) Rachel 
Bockrath give reports 
during a Soroptpimst 
International of Vacaville 
meeting on how busy 
their clubs are at their 
respective campuses.

Reports 
From 

Our  
S Club 

Leaders 
 

Cozy Bundles of Comfort

Join 
Us!



Page 28

PREVIOUS PAgE‹

It’s a Wrap! With Gifts, Too! 

Joy Swank (at left) is happy to show off her techniques 
to the crowd while Laura Guerrero (above) makes sure 
her measurements are on target before she cuts.

Donna Fox (left) and Desiree Tinder (above, left) 
and Yvonne Thrasher are ready to wrap.
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Susan Freedlun (left) and Jackie Ricketts are both con-
centrating hard as they cut through the colorful holiday 
paper. Colleen Berumen (below left) and Clara Oakes 
concentrate on wrapping the blankets.

Vanessa williams (above left) and Buff Fleming 
share a pair of scissors and tape while motoring 
through the gift wrapping. President Sandy Esparza 
(below) gets busy.
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A Caroling We Will Go

eason’s Greetings were delivered to the resi-
dents of Orchard Post Accute Care (formerly 
called Windsor House) and to the Vacaville 
Rehabilitation  and Convalescent Center in 
Vacaville when our group went a-caroling in 
December. Donna Fox (above) is our bell-
ringer. Sandy Esparza hands out gifts (above, 

at right) and Buff Fleming and Jackie Ricketts 
make a festive friend.
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Oh, Those Darling Dancers!

Darling little dancers from Carole 
Warren’s dance studio brought smiles 
to the faces of residents during our 
convalescent home visits in Decem-
ber. Even Carol (at left) got a big kick 
out of their performances.
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Season’s 
Greetings

It’s easy to get into the spirit of the 
season when handing out gifts. 

Joanie Reed (above left) and Jackie 
Ricketts sing carols while Joy 

Swank (above, at right) and Sam 
Barney (at right) hand out goodies. 
A convalescent hospital employee 
(below left) helps a resident open 

up her gift. Susan Freedlun (bottom, 
at right) and Sam Barney) smile 

while strolling the hallways.
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It didn’t matter whether we were on key or not, the residents of local con-
valenscent homes in Vacaville seemed to appreciate our efforts, whether 
we were singing, sharing cookies or handing out gifts. A few of them 
even got into the spirit themselves, donning a Santa hat. And speaking of 
Santa, he was there, too!

Raising a Joyful 
Voice in Song
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Joy Swank 
seems 

pleased with 
her makeup 
bag, but will 

she get to 
keep it?

Better to Give... 
Yes, the gift-giving and taking were fast and furious at our 
annual club gift exchange. Purses, scraves and hats were 
all the rage. Tara Baumann (left) and Buff Fleming show off 
their unique head-gear while Donna Fox flaunts her scarf.



Page 35

Next PAge›PREVIOUS PAgE‹

... Than to Receive?
Sandy (left, moving clockwise) takes a snowman, Tara 
Baumann is also happy with the makeup bag, Suzanne 
Clark loves her jewelery and  Carole Warren negotiates for 
a scarf,
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Happy
Exchanges

 

Showing off delightful 
gifts are (top, moving 

clockwise) Desiree Tin-
der, Denise Suihkonen, 

Mary Ann Thurmond and 
Kathleen Heeren.
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Festive holiday glasses 
emerged from the gift 
bag that Susan Freed-

lun selected during the 
gift exchange. Judging 

from her expression, 
she’s pleased.

Wendy Wasserman (at left) 
strikes a dramatic pose as 
she shows off a scarf she 
drew from the gift exchange 
pile while Clara Oakes looks 
own. Stephanie Corrington 
(above) seems pleased with a 
set of handle holders.

She’ll 
Drink to 

That!
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Buff Flemming (above) is festive in her green tree hat with 
red poinsettias. Clara Oakes  and Donna Fox look over 

each other’s gifts.

Yvonne Thrasher (above) may have swiped away the 
candle display from Stephanie Corrington, but Stephanie 

is all smiles with buddy Clara Oakes (above, at right).
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Jackie Ricketts (above), also looks pleased with the makeup 
bag. Vanessa Williams (below) cuddles up to a blanket.

Diane Barney 
(above) is 
always happy 
with scarves. 
Bambi Reile 
(left) loves 
her bling and 
Joan Harrison 
smiles at her 
sweet snow-
man.
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The red purse was 
a popular item (as 
seen above, on 
the arm of Clara 
Oakes and later 
Mary Harris. Le-
nora Fuller (at left) 
and Fay Sheppard 
are all smiles over 
their holiday-relat-
ed items.

Perfect 
Gift? It’s in 
the Bag!
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Wendy Wasserman (above) 
and Mary Ann Thurmond 
(left) are ready for “Peace, 
Love & Lobsters.”

Lobsters? Groovy!
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It’s a Wrap ... Party to Prepare

Denise Suihkonen is lovely in her 
lobster loungewear.

Wendy Wasserman 
(above left) and 
Buff Fleming have 
butter duties while 
Faye Shepphard (at 
left), Sandy Esparza 
and Clara Oakes 
have the sour 
cream handled.
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Tara Baumann and Kathleen Heeren (above 
left)  prepare the Blue Cheese crumbles. 

Yvonne Thrasher brought her son to help.  
Set-up at the community center was a breeze, 

thanks to many hands. Jill Hunter (above) 
looks over the auction tables while Amy 

Joyce (below) gets items ready.

Mary Ann Thurmond (above) flashes her peace sign while 
Denise Suihkonen (below)  is nothing less than organization 
in motion, preparing for the auction.
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Peace, Baby, and Pass the Punch

Lenora Fuller (left) flashes her 
peace signs while Donna Fox 
(above) passes out the napkins.

Dilenna Harris 
(above) is far out in 
her groovy threads, 
pouring “Sex on the 
Beach” for all who 
seek it. Bambi Reile 
(at left) shows off a 
fancy platter for the 
auction.

Melanie Richardson (above, right) and her daugh-
ter Kelsey prepare the bar while Desiree Tinder 
(below, left) and her daughter, Ashley, set up auc-
tion items.



Page 45

Next PAge›PREVIOUS PAgE‹

Denise 
Suihkonen 
(above) poses 
with her “Andy 
Warhol-style” 
portraits posted 
on the Coke 
machine in the 
lobby, created 
artfully by Tara 
Baumann. Judy 
Dykes (at left) 
reviews auction 
game plan.

Dawn Sheppherd (above) takes to the ladder to 
place those hard-to-reach banners while Faye 
Sheppard (below) checks out auction items. 
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What’s Cooking? A Lotta Lobsters!

Stephanie Corrington (left) and 
Joanie Reed cuddle in the kitchen.

Buff Fleming (left), Kathleen Heeren (right) and a veteran cooking crew (below) did a fabulous job. 
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We’re Powered by Volunteers!
Yvonne Thrasher (center, flashing the peace sign) heads a groovy bunch of volunteers from local organizations.

Wulf Corrington is as colorful as 
his apron.

Volunteers take a moment to pause for a photo before the guests arrive.



Page 48

Next PAge›PREVIOUS PAgE‹

Tara Baumann’s beautiful posters greeted guests 
as they arrived. President Sandy Esparza (above) 
shares a hug with Margo Foster.

From Peace & Love to Cowboys!

The friendly and groovy team at the welcome desk, ready to take tickets or 
money.

    Peace, Love & Lobsters 
in October 2013 was a 
huge success, according to 
Soroptimists, their guests 
and event organizers Denise 
Suihkonen and Suzanne Clark.
    “We made more than $25,000, 
among the highest earned,” says 
Denise. noting that we were able 
to donate $625 to our Fund-a-
Need, which was Pink Lemonade, 
a local nonprofit group that 
raises money and coordinates 
volunteers to help cancer patients 
with everything from mowing 
lawns to picking up groceries or 
preparing dinner.
    Once again, it was a sell-
out crowd, which packed the 
Ulatis Community Center. Tara 
Baumann’s excellent artwork was 
on posters which greeted guests 
as they arrived.
    The silent auction featured 
more than 120 items, the live 
auction included delectable 
desserts, a dozen roses a month, 
a queen-for-a-day experience, a 
Club Med vacation and more.
    The theme for our 2014 event 
will be “Lasso a Lobster,” and 

Tara has developed a whole back 
story on the Lobster Gang and 
our efforts to track them down. 
Apparently, they’re wanted… dead 
or alive.
    The event will be Saturday, 
Oct. 18, and will again be at 
the Ulatis Community Center. 
Tara is threatening to send 
guests to “jail” if they step out 
of line. Lenora Fuller has already 

purchased cowboy hats for the S 
Club volunteers and boots for our 
lobsters.
    Denise reminds everyone 
that it’s not too early to start 
gathering auction items. 
    “Letters were mailed out in 
January requesting donations, 
but it is your personal calls that 
help get items,” she said. “Think 
unique.”
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A more colorful bunch you’re not likely to 
meet. Joan Harrison (top) is ready to serve 
with a smile. Kathleen Heeren (moving 
clockwise) holds out a tray of desserts for 
the auction. A guest came in tie-dyed glory 
and Buff Fleming was at peace, thanks to 
her “Sex on the Beach” beverage.

Oh, So
Psycha-

Delic!
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Bidding, Bibs
& Beauties!
Lobster of ceremonies Wendy 
Wasserman (top left) gets the bid-
ding going. Yvonne Thrasher and 
a helper (above) show off the bid-
ding items, prompting activity (at 
left) in the crowd. Dallas Jackson 
(below left) hams it up while Su-
zanne Clark’s family is delighted 
to surround her with support and 
reverie.
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Oh, Joe!

Auctioneer Joe Gates 
was in fine form during 
the proceedings, goad-
ing all brave enough to 
enter into a bidding war 
with encouragement 
from Wendy Wasserman.  

How Much 
Higher Will
They Go?

Joy Swank (above) seems to be telling 
husband Jerry to smile or else, follow-
ing their successful bid for a dessert. 
Ken Hunter (above left) explains his 
whimsical sculpture. Donna Quintero (at 
left) talks about her organization, Pink 
Lemonade, which aids cancer patients. 
Pink Lemonade was the receipient of our 
Fund-a-Need auction.
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Splendid 
Speakers

When it came time for Sorotpimist Interna-
tional of Vacaville member Mary Harris to tell 
us about her 500-mile walk along the Camino 

de Santiago in Spain, she had plenty of 
company. Joining Mary (above, left) were Jill 
Hunter (left) and Heidi Campini, all of Vacav-

ille, who have also walked the Camino. Heidi’s 
walk inspired Jill, who inspired Mary. All three 
women shared some of their experiences, but 
Mary had center stage, and showed off some 

of her collectibles, including her Pilgrim pass-
port and maps.

The “Kawasaki Moms” of NorthBay Health-
care came to a meeting to explain why 
they’re so passionate about blood dona-
tions. Their children all survived Kawasaki 
disease, thanks to blood donors, and they 
want to replenish the supply. Moms are 
(from left) Elizabeth Gladney, R.N., and 
phlebotomists Dana Aleman and Leticia 
DeGarcia. Joining them was Julie Rott-
mayer, a representative from BloodSource, 
which has partnered with NorthBay Health-
care in coordinating the drives.

Moms on a Mission
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Soroptimist International of Vacaville mem-
ber Patricia Hunter (above with Joy Swank 
and at left with Governor Dona Gaddis-Wolf 
and District III Director Shannon Richards) 
shares the heart-breaking story of the death 
of her daughter, Joanna, with our club and a 
camera crew from 2020. The television show 
is doing a story about Joanna’s husband, 
who has been accused of masterminding a 
firebombing and improperly using church 
money to make bail.

All for Joanna
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Karin Grumstrup, R.N., (above) ex-
plains the elements of functional 
medicine. 

Drs. Eric Hassid, (at left) and Andrew Brooks  
(above) shared their expertise with the club.

Kim M.  (above) gave an amazing presentation, sharing her 
story of escaping a domestic violence situation and starting 
over. She’s one of the organizers of the Walk out of Dark-
ness and works for Solano county as an employment train-
ing specialist. Miss Vacaville (at left) Hazel Payne shared 
her story of being a survivor of sexual abuse as a child. She 
now makes it her mission to educate children and adults 
abnd help others who have faced similair situations.
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Speaker April 
Gulley (left) 
quit her job and 
established the 
Bernie Project, 
helping or-
phans in Africa. 
Laurie Andres 
(right) of the 
Children’s 
Nurting Project 
gave a presen-
tation about 
her endeavor’s 
mission.

Mely-
ssa Laughlin 
(right) presi-

dent and CEO 
of Visit Va-

caville, talked 
about tourism 
while Vanessa 

Williams (far 
right) educat-
ed us on The 

Leaven.

Steve Huddleston 
(left) shared what 
it was like to 
leave the world of 
publishing for a 
new industry as 
Vice President of 
Public Affairs at 
NorthBay Health-
care. Lauren Run-
ow (right) shares 
how she became 
owner and pub-
lisher of Vacaville 
Magazine. 

Such Amazing Stories!
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Pottery
Perfect
The fifth Tuesday 
in April was a day 
of fun at Bella Terra 
as we got in touch 
with our creative 
sides. Or at least 
we tried.
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By Joy Swank
Her want-to-be bridesmaid

    Forget the Royal Family 
wedding in recent memory, one 
of our own married on  April 19 
and the ceremony was fabulous!  
How did it happen?  Here is the 
real story.
    Desiree Tinder was tricked – 
yes – tricked into meeting the 
son of a friend of hers at Pure 
Grain Bakery.  
    She was told by former On 
Stage President Kathleen Ramos 
that her son Terry saw Desiree 
at the Vacaville Performing Arts 
Center and wanted to meet her.  
She was flattered and agreed to 
the meeting. 
    Son Terry was told that 
Desiree wanted to meet him.
The couple met, instantly liked 
each other and discovered the 
truth.
    How many of us were picked 
by our future mother in law?  A 
whirlwind courtship followed and 
they married one year later.
Desiree looked stunning in her 
strapless, off-white lace gown; 
Terry beamed throughout the 
very personal and touching 
ceremony. 
    Terry’s father, Steve, married 

the couple in an outdoor 
ceremony behind the Performing 
Arts Center. The Sylvan singers 
started off the event with a happy 
show tune. The couple entered 
holding hands and there were 
many happy tears  from family 
and friends as the loving pair 
spoke their vows. 
    Terry’s sister, Desiree’s sister, 
and I  read from the poem, 
“The Art of Marriage.”  I was so 
honored to be included.  I guess 
hounding Desiree that I wanted 

Tricky Start to Heavenly Match

to be a bridesmaid paid off for 
me.
    Desiree’s daughter Mary sang 
a love song.  Several Soroptimists 
were in attendance to witness the 
wedding. She wanted to invite 
everyone but ….  Desiree and 
Terry went off to Belize for their 
honeymoon, returning  in time for 
conference in early May.  That is 
a dedicated Soroptimist for you!
     Hugs and best wishes to 
Mrs. Desiree Ramos, our vice 
president-elect. 
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There’s no shortage of 
women in our group who will 
step forward and ham it up, 
especially when sharing a 
great story. Joy Swank, aka 
Violet richardson (at left) 
led the “cast” through a re-
enactment of the pioneer days 
of Soroptimism. Clara Oakes 
(below left) and Desiree Tinder 
(right) also joined in the fun. 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS

We welcomed new members, including 
Susan Freedlun (center, above) with 
Clara Oakes and Joy Swank. Clara (at 
left) welcomes returning member Colleen 
Berumen and new member Vanessa Williams 
with her sponsor Dilenna Harris and 
President Sandy Esparza,

Honoring
Violet,
Women


