It’s inconceivable that our esteemed
leader, Soroptimist International of
Vacaville President Joy Swank, could
miss her own installation dinner, but

Where’s

The Joy?

A Special Summer Issue!
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that’s what happened. We had to improvise with a “Joy Stick” to carry on. Read
about her installation dinner and see
photos, see Pages 3-11.

2
2
13
15
20

You hold in your hands a
special summer issue of Soroptibits — with news to wrap up
Sandy Esparza’s term and kick
off that of our new president,
Joy Swank.
Instead of traditional news
articles, this issue is peppered
with selections from Joy’s e-

mail updates sent to us to keep
us in the loop.
Of course there’s some news,
too. You’ll find reports on our
our scholarship winners, our
upcoming lobster dinner, and
photos of our Stars of the Week,
speakers and more.
Enjoy!
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A Message From Your President

Together We Can Change
Lives One STEP at a Time

CALENDAR
AUGUST
5

Regular Meeting

7

Board Meeting

12 Business Meeting
19 Club’s 54th birthday
luncheon
26 Regular Meeting
SEPTEMBER
1

Labor Day

2

Regular Meeting

4

Board meeting

9

Business Meeting

16 Regular Meeting
21 UN International Day of
Peace
23 Regular Meeting
30 Fifth Tuesday
OCTOBER
2

Board meeting

3

Founder’s Day

7

Cekebrate Founder’s Day

11 District II/IV meeting
14 Business Meeting
18 Lobster Dinner
21 Regular Meeting
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I am thrilled and honored
to serve as president for
our upcoming club year.
My theme is: Changing
lives one STEP at a time.
The STEP reference is
a tie-in with our local
education impact project,
Soroptimists Teaching and
Empowering for Personal
Success- STEPS. It is the
brainchild of our Vice
President Desiree Tinder.
I look forward to working
closely with Desiree and the STEPS
Committee again this year for our
bi-monthly meetings with the at-risk
girls attending our local continuation
high school.
As a retired teacher, I quickly
embraced our new project. I am
especially proud of former presidents
Clara Oakes and Sandy Esparza
who launched and supported this
worthwhile educational endeavor.
We all believe in the power of
education and know it changes lives.
When I am not helping guide our
club, or working on STEPS, I will be
assisting Sandy and her husband
David Esparza with the outreach for
boys program that Boys and Girls
Club is starting: STEP IT UP- men
teaching boys how to be men. I am
strictly a volunteer for that group,
and I am so grateful for David
stepping it up to help the boys at the

continuation high school.
I hope to launch LEAPLeadership, Education,
Achievement and Purpose
later this year, if I can get
some grant funding. LEAP
would assist our STEPS
graduates with financial
assistance to attend
vocational training or
community college.
Personal information:
Age 64, retired after thirty
plus years of teaching
English at the middle school level
( so you know I am tough as nails)
married 44 years, three children,
and four grandchildren all under the
age of 3! My daughter-in-law was a
former student of mine!
Hobbies are reading, gardening,
having fun with my kids and
sister, and pursuing the mission of
Soroptimist.
I am so proud to be a Soroptimist
and prouder still to be elected as this
year’s president. I originally joined
because I was looking for new friends
and wanted to do a few good works
too. I got my wish.
I will stand before a group of
brilliant, high achieving women all
of whom seek to make the world a
better place.
Together we are Changing Lives
one STEP at a Time.
— Joy Swank

Members Celebrating Birthdays
Here is a list of Soroptimist
International of Vacaville members
preparing to celebrate birthdays in the
next two months:
August
1 Suzanne Clark
6 Patricia Hunter

12 Jill Hunter
13 Kathleen Heeren
15 Sandy Esparza
9 Melanie Richardson
September
25 Suzan Hey
29 Yvonne Thrasher

Next PAge

›

Page 3

Where is

The board
includes
Denise
Suihkonen
(left to right)
Stephanie
Corrington,
Vanessa
Williams,
Donna Fox
(holding the
Joy Stick),
Desiree Ramos, Sandy
Esparza and
Suzanne
Clark, with
Clara Oakes,
handling
installation
duties.

Her Honor?
No Joy to be Found!
It was unbelievable and inconceivable, but incoming
President Joy Swank managed to miss her own
installation dinner. We had to improvise with a “Joy
Stick” but her intrepid board of directors managed to
pull it off, in the courtyard of the Vacaville Museum on
June 17.

How many Soroptimists does it take to cut a cake?
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Desiree Ramos does her best Joy impersonation.
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Region officers
attended Joy’s
installation (even
if she didn’t.)
Special guests
included Founder Region Secretary Charlene
Stamps (left to
right), Gov.Elect
Pam Parker, Gov.
Bobbi Enderlin
and previous
Fellowship President Linda Sue
Hansen.

The Party
Must Go On
Dilenna Harris (above) and Sandy Esparza enjoy
the shaded courtyard. Desiree Ramos (at left)
brought her mother, Frances to the festivities
and introduced her to Stephanie Corrington. Buff
Fleming (at left) will drink to that!
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Posing pairs
included
(center, left
and moving
clockwise)
Clara Oakes,
Stephanie Corrington, Faye
Sheppard, Debbie Hitzman,
Suzanne Clark,
Dawn Shepperd, Donna
Fox and Bobbi
Enderlin.
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Cozy
in the

Courtyard
Partygoers included (top
left) David and Lenora
Fuller, (top right) Sandy
and David Esparza, a trio
of Tara Baumann (at left)
Linda Sue Hansen and
Wendy Wasserman, and
(bottom row, left to right)
Mary Harris, Charlene
Stamps, Kathleen Heeren
and Colleen Berumen.
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Joan Harrison and Laura Guerrero are
ready for the fun to begin.

The Glamour
Knows No
Bounds
Our famous gang of disappearing dieters banded together for a
toast. They include (left to right)
Wendy Wasserman, Jim Kellogg,
Donna Fox, Lenora Fuller and
Bambi Reile. Vanessa Williams
brought her own entourage with
her to the installation, including
her mother, Mamie Williams and
friend, Brittany Brackenridge.
Posing for
photos are
Desiree
Ramos (at
left) and
husband
Terry and
(far left) Jim
Kellogg,
Wendy
Wasserman
and Rob
Harris.
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Vanessa williams (left) and Stephanie Corrington love their bottle holders.

Oh, Those Glorious Gifts
Creative, yes, and slightly
terrifying were those glorious gifts presented by Wendy Wasserman and Denise
Suihkonen. Every Soroptimist got something to reflect
her personality. Colleen Berumen (above) proudly wears
her butterfly headgear. Clara
Oakes (right) enjoys her mug
holder. Suzanne Clark and
Denise Suihkonen (below)
are clearly the money ladies. And Lenora Fuller and
Wendy Wasserman are all
eye balls. Our soon-to-be
new member Chantel Reyes isn’t sure what to make of her
Dubble Bubble gift.
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Putting On
the
Big Girl
Panties
Suzanne Clark is all
giggles as she rolls out
one of her special gifts
-- the “Big Girl Panties.” prsented by Wendy
Wasserman (center) and
Desnise Suihkonen. Her
other gift was, well, let’s
say a little racier. Faye
Sheppard (below left)
has a Duck Dynasty gift,
while Desiree Ramos is
to “Keep Calm and Carry
On.”

Just Take it,
And Smile
Debbie Hitzeman (far right)
chuckles as her good friend
Jackie Ricketts graciously accepts her gift for the evening
-- with a smile.
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Beware the Gift Givers
Tara and Eddie Bauman (top photo) crack
up as Wendy Wasserman presents her
flamin’ hot gift for Tara. Diane Barney
is ready to rock the night away with her
concert glow kit. Yvonne Thrasher means
business with her “Protect All” protectant,
and Mary Harris (at left) is pleased with
her cow collectible.
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So Hot, They’re Cool!
Dawn Sheppherd (above) is thrilled to receive a box of Hot
Tamales from Wendy Wasserman, while Kathleen Heeren
(top right) isn’t too sure what to make of her Soroptibubbles kit. Joan
Harrison (far right)
has a cold pack
that doubles as
a tiara for those
days when she
wants to be treated like a princess.
And Laura Guerrero (at right) has
a bag of new and
improved pink currency, alledgedly
only available at
First Northern
Bank. (Hey, that’s
her bank!)
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Three Generous
Scholarships Aid
Local Students
Soroptimist International of Vacaville
presented $6,000 in scholarships at its June
24 meeting to three college students to
help them complete their education.
Ruby Tijero, a graduate of Vanden High
School and Solano Community College, was
given a $3,000 scholarship to pursue her
dream of becoming a registered nurse. She
is currently a student at Sierra College and
hopes to focus on becoming an oncology
nurse.
Joanna Guiterrez took home a $2,000
scholarship to pursue her degree in
sociology from California State Unviersity,
Sacramento. A Will C. Wood graduate, she
hopes to become a master social worker,
focusing on mental health issues for
patients with little access to help.
Jennie Rae Heimke, a student at UC Santa
Barbara majoring in sociology, went home
with a $1,000 scholarship. A Will C. Wood
High graduate, she hopes to be a teacher
and has focused much of her energy into
working with the homeless, especially
homeless women.
“We’re honored to help these young
women pursue their dreams,” said
Soroptimist President Sandy Esparza. “It’s
our mission to help women and girls, and
we’re confident these young women are
going to make our community and our
world a better place.”

A Youthful Addition
Excerpt from Joy’s E-mail 6/3/14:
We inducted a new member Darci. She owns the
In the Mix Boutique located a few doors down from
us. Mary and Clara inducted her, she gave a brief
bio of herself, she is a go-getter to put it mildly.
She has three sons and one adopted, special
needs daughter from Russia. Needless to say she
has a big heart and we welcome her enthusiasm
and commitment to women and girls. Score, she is
in her 40s, as a woman in my mid-60s, I love the
youth coming into our club.
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Scholarship
winner Jennier
Rae Heimke
and her parents
were thrilled
with her $1,000
scholarship.
Ruby Tijero (below) holds her
squirmy son
while accepting
congratulations
from Jill Hunter
(left) and Stephanie Corrington
(right.

She’s
Got Balls
... Aluminum
balls, that is,
for us to put in
our dryers! It
was one of Tara
Baumann’s For
Earth Sake presentations.
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Such Fantastic Speakers Visited This Summer
Shereene Wilkerson (above,
left and moving clockwise)
shared her history; Dr. Tin
Ngo gave a presentation on
urlogy, Prenatal instructor
Kathie Thoming (left) and
Jane Schilling, NorthBay
Healthcare’s director of
volunteeer services, (right)
thank Sandy Esparza for the
group’s help with Operation
Promises. Sgt. Chris Poland
discusses human trafficking in our community.

Ladies: We Inspired Another Club to Step It Up!
Excerpt from Joy’s E-mail 5/7/14:
Today was the first session
of STEP IT UP! Thanks to our
president Sandy, her husband
David Esparza launched a version
of our STEPS program with the atrisk boys at Country High School.
Once Sandy saw I was unable to
get another service organization to
help the boys she spoke with her
husband.
David is on the board of the Boys
and Girls Club. They quickly
answered the call, they stepped it
up.

‹ PREVIOUS PAge

Cal Inc. paid for the first set of
lunches today. Eighteen boys came
into the program. David and two
other men from the Boys Club, Ed
Rapisarda and Andrew, told their
stories. The emphasis was on
decision making. It was very well
received by the boys.
All the men did a great job.
David is willing and able to take
this over next year. I promised him
my help and I know Desiree is on
board with this.
I know I cannot speak for all
Soroptimists, nor promise money,

however Sandy and I will assist
David next year. Boys and Girls
Club, with the help of some of the
women of Soroptimist, can work in
conjunction to make this program
succeed. Double public relations
here.!
We did this Soroptimists, we
inspired another group to help us
make a difference.
The lives of women and girls
will get better once we reach out
to boys and make them better
men; kinder, more considerate and
responsible.
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Our
Shining

Stars

The Star of the Week Award was passed around
through the summer. In no particular order, our
receipients included Wendy Wasserman, Joy
Swank, Yvonne Thrasher, Suzan Freedlun, Laura
Guerrero and Sandy Esparza.

See
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Sandy Esparza presents a Laurel pin to Denise Suihkonen (above) and receives one from Joy Swank.

Pay Your Way to a Laurel Pin Honor

Congratulations to our two newest Laurel Society
members. The paperwork finally became official and
Denise Suihkonen received her Laurel pin in May.
In August, Sandy Esparza received hers, after
making monthly payments to reach the $1,000
donation mark.
Others who have elected to contribute monthly
and have earned their Laurel pins include Kathleen
Heeren and Joan Harrison

Amounts can be as little as $25 a month. Other
options are $50, $100, $125 or higher. You can get
a form from Joy, or online.
Other honored Laurel Society members are:
Donna Fox, Suzanne Clark, Stephanie Corrington,
Judy Dykes, Mary Harris, Joan Harrison, Kathleen
Heeren, Debbie Hitzeman, Jill Hunter, Clara Oakes,
Melanie Richardson, Denise Suihkonen, Mary Ann
Thurmond, and the late Carol Stein.

Loopin’
Ladies

New Girl Honors
for One of Our Girls

Representing
Soroptimist
International
of Vacaville
at Loop the
Lagoon this
year were Clara
Oakes (left to
right), Mary Harris and Kathleen Heeren.

Excerpt from Joy’s E-mail 5/27/14:
Our Desiree announced she has
been chosen to be the NEW GIRL
coordinator for the entire FOUNDER REGION, formerly the Violet
Richardson Award.
Desiree, wow, what an honor.
Now we have two insiders working with us, Desiree and Clara,
who is in charge of Celebrating
Success.
We are looking like STARS,
which we are.
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The Vacaville Christian High
School S
Club (at
left) with
their adviser and
the Vanden
High S club
(below)
came to our
meeting for
installation
and recogntion.

Inspiring S Clubs with Starbucks and Smarties!
Excerpt from Joy’s E-mail 5/20/14:
Our meeting was FABULOUS today! We
installed two S Clubs, Vanden and Vaca
Christian high schools.
We gave them S club pins and a lovely gift
bag of Smartie candies and a $5 gift card to
Starbucks. Nothing says service better than
candy and a drink.
The seven girls and one boy seemed tickled.
We also treated them to a dynamite lunch and a
break from school. They are our future and we
are in good hands.
Hats off to Dawn Sheppherd and her efforts
with Vaca Christian, and Yvonne Thrasher our
adviser to Vanden. Wonderful job ladies!

Fiesta Days Traditions Are Honored by Our Soroptimists

‹ PREVIOUS PAge

Shauna Manina
(left) has a
long history
of serving on
the Fiesta
Days Committee, while
Clara Oakes (at
right) and her
daughter have
a long history
of enjoying the
parade!
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A Meeting
with the Pres!
Our Soroptimist International of Vacaville President Joy Swank had the
honor of meeting Cheri Fleming, president of the Soroptimist International
of the Americas, at the biennial meeting in Vancouver at the end of July.
“Notice the view behind our photo,”
blogged Joy. “A 360 degree view of
the Vancouver Harbor. There are perks
to being president.” Joy said she was
invited to meet with Cheri because our
clubs gave at least 10 percent of our
total funds to promote all Soroptimist
programs. “Thanks to former President Clara Oakes for helping us make
that decision and to former President
Sandy Esparza who followed her
lead.” Joy used the opportunity to
share information about STEPS with
Cheri. To read the blog, visit our site
at www.vacavillesoroptimist.org.

So Grateful
for Surprise
Baby Shower
A surprise baby shower was
business of the day June 3,
when we presented our favorite
waitress, Michelle Bender, and her
family with a table full of goodies.
We celebrated with our waitress
Michelle and even big sister
Graydn, 4, got a gift of a Barbie
set.
Adelynn Jane Quinn was an
easy delivery, reports Michelle.
She was 8 lbs., 13 oz.
Grateful for all the gifts,
Michelle wrote, “I am not one
to be brought to tears but your
generosity and thoughtfulness
has brought me there more
times than I can count on both
hands (and not just because I
am pregnant.) This is because
you ladies are not only an

‹ PREVIOUS PAge

Michelle
Bender poses
with Michael
and Graydn,
4, during the
baby shower
celebration at
our Soroptimist meeting
June 3.
inspiration to every girl out there
but because you all have the
kindest hearts that make me
aspire to be a better role model
for my daughters. I would like to
thank each and every one of you
for sharing your stories week to

week to my prying ears. Each one
of you has set the bar extremely
high for every woman out there!
Thank you again not only for the
amazing surprise baby shower,
but for sharing and contributing
to making me a better woman.”
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The swanky new board includes Donna Fox, (left to right) Joy Swank, Denise Suihkonen, Suzanne Clark,
Stephanie Corrington, Wendy Wasserman and Lenora Fuller.

First Meeting of Joy!

Wendy Wassserman (right) presents Joy Swank with yet
another tiara.
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Excerpt from Joy’s E-mail 8/05/14:
We launched our new club year with a rousing
gathering of 32 women.
I had our new board members pledge their
allegiance to changing lives one step at a time:
“I am fairly certain if given a cape and nice tiara I
can change the world.”
They were stunning in their Super Soroptimist
blue capes and tiaras.
Queen Clara gave me my Presidential banner
and tiara. Thank you, Carole, for doing that for
me. You know what I like.
Every week I will be clad in my purple President
Joy banner, but I think I might need to take it
easy with tiara.
Thank you so much today to many special
people:
Thank you Jackie, for delivering the beautiful
lavender-colored roses to us for our Dutch
Auction.
Thank you Denise, for setting me straight on
the rules about raffles.
Thank you Wendy, for explaining the Dutch
Auction and actually buying the roses.
See MEETING, Page 19
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This multigenerational group
was selected
to illustrate
how Soroptimist International of Vacaville spans the
decades. They
are (left to
right) Melanie
Richardson,
Carole Warren, Yvonne
Thrasher, Faye
Shepherd, Jill
Hunter, Vanessa Williams
and Donna
Fox.

Meeting of Joy ...
YOU deserve them- you look wonderful
and you are on the mend kicking cancer to
submission. Best news of the day and all that
really matters.
We raised money for our Region Fellowship
project. It is my hope we can have monthly
Dutch Auctions to raise extra money and
be able to recognize several members with
Fellowship pins in March.
Thank you, Melanie, for the wonderful job
on the rosters: Big print for the older eyes!
Thank you to Tara for designing the
marvelous new membership directory and
PAYING for them on your own. They are about
1,000 times better than my original vision.  
Our newer members will learn our names
quickly.
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Lots to celebrate,
including (above,
left to right) August
birthday babies
Kathleen Heeren,
Jill Hunter, Sandy
Esparza, Dilenna
Harris and Suzanne
Clark. Joy presents
Clara Oakes and
Sandy Esparza (far
left) with rewards
for their help.
Wendy Wasserman
gives Carole a nice
gift for a fine.
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The Lobsters are Coming!
“Lasso A Lobster” is the theme
of this year’s annual lobster
dinner fundraiser sponsored
by Soroptimist International of
Vacaville,
The meal, which includes one
freshly cooked 1.5-pound Maine
lobster, pasta, salad, baked
potato, dinner roll and dessert,
will be Saturday, Oct. 18, 2014,
at the Ulatis Community Center in
Vacaville.
Doors open at 5 p.m. with a nohost social hour. Dinner service
begins at 6 p.m.
There will be live, dessert and
silent auctions with fantastic
goods. The dinner and auction
proceeds benefit Soroptimist’s
projects, such as scholarships,
the Live Your Dream Award, the
Violet Richardson Award, the
Ruby Award, service projects that
serve women and girls, S Clubs
at local high schools, a reading
program through the public
library, and area nonprofits, such
as the Vacaville Public Education
Foundation, Opportunity House
and many more.
This year the Soroptimists have
dedicated “STEPS-Soroptimists

Teaching and Empowering for
Personal Success” as its Fund-aNeed recipient. We are beginning
its fourth semester at Country
High School here in Vacaville. The
program meets twice a month to
provide seminars to the at-risk
girls there.
Presented by both Soroptimst
and the community, seminar topics
range from healthy relationships
and job-hunting to financial
management tips. STEPS has
reached more than 45 girls at the
local high school in two years.

Tickets are available by advanced
reservation only and are $50 per
person. For information, or to
purchase tickets, contact Suzanne
Clark at 707-448-4681 or e-mail
at Suzjclark@aol.com or any
Soroptimist member.
Soroptimist International of
Vacaville is a volunteer service
organization for business and
professional women dedicated
to improving the lives of women
and girls through programs
leading to social and economic
empowerment.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBER
We welcomed new member Darci
Chadwick, owner of In The Mix
Boutique in downtown Vacaville.
doing the induction honors were
Clara Oakes (left) and Mary Harris
(right).
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